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ARV drugs are also being tampered 
with, he suggested these deliber-
ate infections are intended to “finish 
quickly the African people.” AIDS activ-
ists and church opponents suggest the 
Archbishop’s comments have more to 
do with pushing the Roman Catholic 
anti-contraception doctrine, in a coun-
try where the HIV rate is estimated at 
16% of the population.

Brain atrophy spurs racism
BRISBANE — Atrophy of the brain’s fron-
tal lobes, a natural effect of aging, 
causes decreased inhibitions, reports 
a new study published in October in 
Current Directions in Psychological 
Science. According to the University of 
Queensland, Australia 
author, this can 
lead to “unin-
tended preju-
dice, social 
inappropriate-
ness, depres-
sion, and gam-
bling problems.” 
“Because prejudice 
toward African 
Americans conflicts with prevailing 
egalitarian beliefs, older adults attempt 
to inhibit their racist feelings, but fail,” 
said study author Bill von Hippel.

“Barry White effect”  
increases male fertility
CAMBRIDGE, MA — Men with deeper voices 
have more kids, according to new 
research by American and Canadian 
scientists published online in Biology 
Letters on September 25. “Vocal sexual 
dimorphism,” the difference in men’s 

and women’s 
larynxes, has 
produced 
lower voices 
in men 
through 
evolution-
ary selec-
tion, the 
research-
ers suggest. 

The reasoning is that 
women tend to find deeper-voiced men 
more appealing, and that this prefer-
ence came about because deep voices 
and male fertility have an underlying 
cause in common — high testosterone.

Bacteria can cheat and steal
CORVALLIS, OR — Freeloading and cheat-
ing occurs even at the simplest levels 
of life, a September 26 PNAS study 
from Oregon State University sug-
gests. The study found that genetic 
mutations in the communal-feeding 
bacteria Pseudomonas aeruginoisa 
cause some of the bacteria to aban-
don their digestive responsibilities 
and eat extra while their non-mutant 
peers do the hard digestive work. 
The study authors wrote that treat-
ments to mutate all the bacteria to 
stop digesting could make potent 
weapons against virulent species like 
P aeruginosa.
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invite sharp wounds and 
static interference
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A ticking timebomb for 
nosocomial infections

MD garb “colonized by pathogens”
Britain’s NHS has banned docs from wearing disease-carrying 
neckties, white coats and jewellery. Here’s a typical specimen 
in all his nosocomial glory.
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